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A history of Modern Art

An 9-week course

in 90 minutes!



The major modern art movements

Movement 1800s 1900s
60s 70s 80s 90s 00s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s

Impressionism
Post-impressionism
Fauvism
Expressionism
Cubism
Surrealism
Abstract Expressionism

Pop Art



manet - le dejeunersur l'herbe (1863)



gerome- Phryne revealed before the Areopagus (1861)



Phryne

ÅA real person

ÅA hetaira/courtesan in Greek times

ÅAt one time, she was charged with 
impiety (a capital offence)

ÅWith things going badly in the trial, 
Phryneôs lawyer took Phryneôs clothes 
off(!).  Her beauty instilled the judges with 
a superstitious fear, who could not bring 
themselves to condemn ña prophetess 
and priestess of Aphroditeò to death.

Ps. óPhryneô is Greek for ótoadô



manet - le dejeunersur l'herbe (1863)



raimondi - the judgement of Paris (1520)



giorgione - pastoral concert (1510)



manet - le dejeunersur l'herbe (1863)



Le dejeuner surƭΩƘŜǊōŜ

Rejected by the Salon

Certainly not because of the nudity (au 
contraire)

But because:

1. The nude woman is an ordinary person 
(actually Manetôs wife) in a contemporary 
setting rather than a nymph/god

2. The painting looks overly 2D (rather than 3D) 
and closed in

3. The technique is ósketchyô (re visible brush 
strokes, lack of lines, simplified 
colours/forms)



Le dejeuner surƭΩƘŜǊōŜ(cont)

Rejected by the public: boos and hisses 

when exhibited.

Praised by Emile Zola (and, later, by the 

future impressionists): ñthe greatest 

work of Édouard Manet é this vast 

ensemble, full of atmosphere, this 

corner of nature rendered with a 

simplicity so justò.



manet - olympia(1863)



titian - venusof Urbino (1538)



cezanne- a modern olympia(1874)



A few caveats

Å The history of art is almost totally non-

factual

Å Everything is a matter of personal taste

(but taste depends on what you know)

ÅYou canôt trust the Internet

Å Many art books are difficult to understand

ÅóModernô certainly does not equate to ógoodô

Å My memory is not as good it was!



What makes art modern?

1. Painted after a certain date!

(Iôve used 1863, but it could have 

been as early as 1800 or late as 

1900)

2. Experimental

3. You know it when you see it

4. Movements / groups of artists, often 

somewhat rebellious



giotto - franciscan rule approved (1299)



rothko - no 5 (1950)



botticelli - the birth of venus (1485)



picasso - the girls of Avignon (1907)



raphael - the school of Athens (1510)



david - the oath of the Horatii (1784)



degas - spartan girls challenging boys (1860)



picasso - massacre in Korea (1951)



lorrain - landscape with dancing figures (the mill) (1648)



cezanne - l'Estaque, the bay (1886)



rembrandt - self-portrait (1669)



gauguin - self-portrait with yellow Christ (1891)



renoir - Gabrielle and Jean 1 (1895)


