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Africa



Africa.



Dogon village on the BandiagaraEscarpment near 
Timbuktu, Mali, West Africa.

ÅFor the Dogon their rugged homeland is alive with the spirits of their 
ancestors.



Legendary Timbuktu.

ÅLocation.

!ǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ
άaέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ a![L

ƻŎŎǳǊǎΦ



¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ тлл 5ƻƎƻƴ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΣ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ рлл ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎΦ

ÅDogon People, Mali.



The precise origins of the Dogon, are lost in 
the mists of time.

ÅThe early histories are informed by oral traditions (that differ 
according to the Dogon clan being consulted) and archaeological 
excavation (much more of which needs to be conducted). 

ÅBinushrine, Bandiagara
escarpment, Mali.



Originally from Libya, they first migrated south to 
the region of Burkina Faso, Guinea or Mauritania.

ÅAround 1490CE, fleeing invaders and/or drought, they migrated to 
the Bandiagaracliffs of central Mali.

ÅDogon village of Songo, with mud mosque, Mali.

Mosque, I think.



¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ L ƘŀǾŜόŀ ōƻƻƪύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƭƭŜƳǿŜǊŜ ǇȅƎƳƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŘǳƎ ŎŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƭƛŦŦǎΦ
Å/ŀǊōƻƴπмп ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘŜŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƭƛŦŦǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƎƻƴΤ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƭƻȅŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ оǊŘ ǘƻ нƴŘ 
ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ ./9Σ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƭƭŜƳŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ммπмрǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎ /9Φ

Å!ƴƻǘƘŜǊόΚύ.ƛƴǳǎƘǊƛƴŜ ƴŜŀǊ                                                                            
!ǊƻǳπōȅπLōƛΣ .ŀƴŘƛŀƎŀǊŀΣ aŀƭƛΦ



A significant minority of Dogon are Muslims.

ÅFor the majority of Dogons, religion is defined primarily through the 
worship of the ancestors and the spirits that they encountered as 
they slowly migrated from their obscure ancestral homelands to the 
Bandiagaracliffs. 

ÅRite of passaageceremonial                                                                         
site for Dogon boys becoming                                                                       
men, near village of Songo,                                                                                          
Bandiagara.



Cave paintings related to circumcision and 
other religious rites.

ÅBoys and girls are circumcised.



The Hogonis the spiritual leader of the 
village.

ÅHe is elected from among the oldest men of the enlarged families of 
the village.

ÅAfter his election he has to follow a six-month initiation period, 
during which he is not allowed to shave or wash.

ÅAfter his initiation,                                                                                                        
he wears a red fez. 



¦ƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ

ÅLƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфплΩǎΣ 5ƻƎƻƴ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ 
ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ DǊƛŀǳƭŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛŜǘŜǊƭŜƴōȅ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ 5ƻƎƻƴ 
ƳȅǘƘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊ {ƛǊƛǳǎ όуΦс ƭƛƎƘǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘύΦ 

Å¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ {ƛǊƛǳǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŜȅŜΦ 

Å{ƛǊƛǳǎόǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ǎǘŀǊύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜǎǘ άǎǘŀǊέ                                                                           
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƪȅΦ



Known by Ancient Egyptians and Greeks.

ÅSirius is also known colloquially as the "Dog Star", reflecting its 
prominence in its constellation, CanisMajor (Greater Dog).



Secret knowledge that is claimed to be 
ancient knowledge.

ÅThey stated that the companion moved in a 50-year elliptical orbit 
around Sirius, that it was small and incredibly heavy, and that it 
rotated on its axis. 

ÅX-ray image of the Sirius                                                                                     
star system. The brighter                                                                                 
star is Sirius B.

ÅThe spikes are caused by                                                                                       
the X-ray equipment and                                                                                              
are not emitted by the star.



A simulated image of Sirius A and B using the 
computer software Celestia.

ÅNot until 1926 did Western science discover that this tiny star is a 
white dwarf, a category of star characterized by very great density.  
The time f orbiting is 50.04 +/- 0.09 years. 



¢ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ {ƛǊƛǳǎ ! ŀƴŘ {ƛǊƛǳǎ . ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ 
ǘƘŜ IǳōōƭŜ {ǇŀŎŜ ¢ŜƭŜǎŎƻǇŜ

Å²ƘƛƭŜ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳŜǊǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ {ƛǊƛǳǎ .Ωǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
муппΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǘŜƭŜǎŎƻǇŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ муснΦ 

Sirius A.



A mud mosque and minaret.

Å!ǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻƎƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ άŀƴŎƛŜƴǘέ 
knowledge of astronomy. 

ÅI am a little sceptical. 

ÅSome of them are Muslims and it is possible that knowledge transfer 
has taken place not so long ago.



Another site.



[ƛƳǇƻǇƻΩǎ [ŀƪŜ Fundudzi. 

Å¢ƘŜ ƭŀƪŜ ƛǎ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ±ŜƴŘŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ҍ ǘƘŜ 
Vhatatsindi, or People of the Pool.



Lƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘǇŀƴǎōŜǊƎΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ¢ƘƻƘƻȅŀƴŘƻǳ 
ŀƴŘ [ƻǳƛǎ ¢ǊƛŎƘŀǊŘǘ


