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Islands of Australia

• How many islands are there around Australia?
8,222

• What are Australia's largest islands?
Tasmania, Melville Is, Kangaroo Is

• What are Australia’s 
smallest islands?

Ashmore and Cartier Islands Territory
off Western Australia



Caravanning on Kangaroo Island 2015



Ningaloo Reef

Abrolhos Islands

Rottnest Island

Western
Australia



Rottnest Island

• Rottnest Island is 18 kilometres off  
the coast of WA

• Short ferry ride from Fremantle or Perth

• 10,000 quokkas

• 17th-century Dutch explorers mistook the quokkas 
for rats 

• Rat’s nest island became Rottnest

• Great for  walking, cycling, swimming, snorkelling, 
diving and fishing.

Quokka



Abrolhos Islands

• Houtman Abrolhos ( called Abrolhos) Islands is a 
chain of 122 islands and associated coral reefs

• Fly or boat from Geraldton (80 kms)

• Seabird breeding sight

• Limited number of tourists allowed

• Western Rock lobster- limited season

• Numerous shipwrecks including Batavia(1629)

• Sanctuary by Judy Nunn, 2018

Batavia



Abrolhos Islands



A few houses on one 
of the Abrolhos Islands 



Fisherman’s houses on one of 
the Abrolhos Islands 



Sea Eagle and its fallen nest



Ningaloo Coast
• Ningaloo reef – not strictly an island but worth a 

mention – 1,200 kms north of Perth 

• UNESCO World Heritage site

• Coral reef - 260 kms long from Coral Bay to 
Exmouth

• Whale Sharks, loggerhead turtles

• During the winter - part of the migratory routes 
for dolphins, dugongs, 
humpback whales  and 
manta rays



Swimming with turtles 
and whale sharks at 

Ningaloo Reef



Glass bottom boat; 
Feeding fish at the shore; 
Beach debris



Off shore oil and gas rigs – Ningaloo reef



Sunset from the Coral Bay pub



Granite Island, South Australia

• 80 kms south of Adelaide
• Little penguins
• Access by foot or horse drawn tram across a causeway



Kangaroo Island, South Australia

Fly from Adelaide or  drive to ferry



Kangaroo Island

• Population 4,700 – 2016

• Kingscote – capital, only real town

• Parndana – soldier sailor settlement

• Variety of rock formations, beaches, sand, seaweed, 
shells

• Wallabies, koalas and kangaroos roam freely; penguins, 
fur seals and sea lions; variety of birdlife.

• Whole western end is Flinders Chase National Park 

• Over 50% of the island burnt out by recent fires



Kangaroo Island Ferry;
Skilful truckies manoeuvre 
their vehicles. 



Lots of wonderful places to walk



Climbing up to a great lookout point



Steps leading down to hidden cove at Seal Bay



Remarkable Rocks



Little Sahara - inland sand hills



Wedge tailed eagle;
Weatherworn tree;
Colourful Grevillea;
Cape Barren Geese;



Victoria

French Island

Churchill Island



Tasmania



The Nut, Stanley, north coast
Flower growing region



Cradle Mountain
Wombats in daylight





The Edge of the world, NW coast
The next land west is Argentina



Russell Falls
Mt Field National Park

Port Arthur

Evandale



Wonderful wood carving

Museum of Old and New Art (MONA)



Bruny Island

• 33km south of Hobart

• 50 km long

• Short car ferry ride

• cheese, oysters, 
vineyard, smokehouse

• Birdlife

• Small boat cruise to 
open water to the south



Ferry to Bruny Island;
Enjoying the local 
oysters and cheese.



Magnificent rock formations 
south of Bruny Island



King Island

• Getting there 
• The wind
• Population 1500
• Towns: Currie and port of Grassy
• Rough coast line
• Ship wrecks – over 60 known, over 2,000 died; 

confusing the light house at northern top of King 
Island with the light house at Cape Otway

• Beef, cheese, crayfish, kelp
• Bennett’s wallabies 



Small plane from Moorabbin;
King Island Cheese factory;
Bennett’s Wallabies



Drying Kelp before exporting it to Scotland



Rugged coastline which saw many shipwrecks



Queensland

Magnetic Island

Whitsundays

Fraser Island



Magnetic Island – off Townsville
• Miss-named by Cook who thought the island had an effect 

on his compass 

• National park covers over half the island; sanctuary for 
animals from wallabies to wild koalas 

• Estimates of over 800 koalas on the island which is covered 
in eucalyptus forests

• Coral reefs for snorkelling; well-known for fishing too. 

• The local population (approx 2,000) 
mostly commute to Townsville or 
cater for the tourist trade



Townsville in foreground, looking out to Magnetic Island



One of the secluded beaches on Magnetic Island



Local Inhabitants: Sea 
Eagle, Koalas and wallaby



The Whitsundays are made up of 74 islands 
located within the Great Barrier Reef Marine 

Park, 900kms nth of Brisbane 



Whitehaven Beach is a 7 km stretch 
along accessible by boat, seaplane & 

helicopter from Airlie Beach.



Hill Inlet, north of Whitehaven Beach



Fraser Island 
Largest sand island in the world

• Seventy Five Mile Beach is one of the longest in 
Australia 

• Maheno shipwreck  (1935)
• For hundreds of thousands of years ocean currents 

have deposited sand on its shores 
• Lush ancient rainforests, fresh-water lakes and 

wetlands teeming with life
• Animal life is plentiful, Fraser is famous for its dingo 

population, and one of the best places to watch 
humpback whales 

• History of logging  and sand mining 
• 30 min ferry from Hervey Bay



Seventy Five Mile beach and 
the wreck of the Maheno



The perils of driving on Fraser Island



Magnificent tropic plants and remnants of logging camps 



Lake McKenzie – one of freshwater lakes on Fraser 



Sunset from the boat heading back to Hervey Bay 


